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Last week, Senator FEINSTEIN and I 

introduced a resolution to designate 
July as American-Grown Flower and 
Foliage Month to encourage consumers 
to shop local and buy flowers with a 
certified American-grown label. By 
passing H. Res. 542, we will honor the 
beauty this industry brings to our 
homes year-round and help keep our 
American-grown flower industry pros-
perous. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join us in this effort. 

f 

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 18, NO 
TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR ABOR-
TION ACT 

(Mr. RUTHERFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Madam Speaker, 
I am proud to stand for the sanctity of 
life and believe strongly in our respon-
sibility to protect the unborn. 

While I understand that the issue of 
abortion is one that divides many here 
in Congress, H.R. 18 does not univer-
sally ban all abortions. It would simply 
reinstate and make permanent the bi-
partisan Hyde amendment on a govern-
ment-wide basis, which only prevents 
taxpayers from paying for the killing 
of unborn children. 

It is what the majority of Americans 
want. In fact, a recent Marist Poll 
found that nearly 60 percent of Ameri-
cans oppose taxpayer funded abortion. 
It is shocking and heartbreaking the 
Democrats would remove this critical 
protection from law after supporting it 
for over 40 years. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, Ways and Means, and 
the Judiciary be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 18, and I ask 
for its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
guidelines consistently issued by suc-
cessive Speakers, as recorded in sec-
tion 956 of the House Rules and Man-
ual, the Chair is constrained not to en-
tertain the request unless it has been 
cleared by the bipartisan floor and 
committee leaderships. 

f 

JANUARY 6TH INSURRECTION 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam 
Speaker, today the House convened the 
first public hearing of the Select Com-
mittee to Investigate the January 6th 
Attack on the U.S. Capitol and the 
very essence of American democracy. 

In shocking, raw, and real testimony, 
four brave police officers shared stories 
of their harrowing experiences that 
day. 

United States Capitol Police Ser-
geant Gonell, an 8-year veteran of the 
United States Army assigned to some 
of the most dangerous duties during 

Operation Iraqi Freedom, said he was 
more afraid to work at the Capitol on 
that day than he was in his entire time 
serving his country in Iraq. 

The video is hard to watch, and the 
testimony is emotional, but the com-
mittee’s work promises truth and 
transparency. The events of January 6 
would have yielded more death and de-
struction were it not for the United 
States Capitol Police. 

We are grateful for them and to the 
committee for working to provide the 
answers and accountability needed to 
make sure this event never happens 
again. 

f 

HONORING MICHAEL SHUEY, 
OLYMPIC ATHLETE 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, last week the 2020 
Summer Olympics kicked off in Tokyo. 
For the next 2 weeks, we will see the 
best of the best compete in a variety of 
events. 

This year the United States sent a 
613-member team to compete in the 
Olympic Games. The journey to these 
games and to be on the 2020 Olympic 
team is unlike any other. For the first 
time in Olympic history, the games 
were postponed from last summer due 
to COVID–19. 

Madam Speaker, Pennsylvania sent 
21 athletes to Tokyo. But there is one 
member of the team I would like to 
honor today: Michael Shuey. 

Michael is an Elk County, Pennsyl-
vania, native and a 2016 graduate of 
Pennsylvania State University. Mi-
chael is a two-time NCAA Big Ten 
champion in javelin and a two-time 
NCAA Big Ten first team member. 
While in Tokyo he will be competing in 
the javelin throw. 

Congratulations to Michael and to all 
the athletes on this incredible achieve-
ment. We are cheering for their suc-
cess. 

f 

HEALTH CARE 

(Mrs. MCBATH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, 
when I hear from our friends and neigh-
bors across Georgia, there is no issue 
that families find more concerning 
than that of the cost of their 
healthcare. 

As a two-time breast cancer survivor, 
access to quality healthcare is very, 
very personal to me. While I was in the 
hospital, all I had to do was focus on 
the strength of my family, the grace of 
the God that I love, and winning my 
battle with cancer. 

Yet still, far too many families are 
forced to worry about paying for their 
chemotherapy versus affording the 
mortgage on their home. That is why I 

continue to work so hard every day to 
expand affordable healthcare for fami-
lies across Georgia and across the Na-
tion and why I am so proud that my 
bill to cut healthcare costs for those 
who have been laid off during the pan-
demic was signed into law by our Presi-
dent. 

No American should ever be forced to 
make the decision between putting 
food on the table or paying for their 
family’s medical bills. 

f 

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 18, NO 
TAXPAYER FUNDING FOR ABOR-
TION ACT 

(Mr. FEENSTRA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FEENSTRA. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 18 which 
would make the Hyde amendment per-
manent. 

This week we will consider the par-
tisan Health and Human Services budg-
et. It is unfortunate that Democrats 
are continuing their assault on the fun-
damental right to life in this bill. It 
kills the Hyde amendment which en-
sures taxpayer dollars cannot be spent 
on abortions. 

Hyde has saved 2.5 million babies 
since it was enacted. My faith teaches 
me that every person is created for a 
purpose and a reason, and that is why 
I will always be a defender of the un-
born. Americans should not be forced 
to fork over their taxpayer dollars so 
defenseless babies can be murdered on 
the taxpayer dime. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committees on En-
ergy and Commerce, Ways and Means, 
and the Judiciary be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 18, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the 
Chair has previously advised, that re-
quest cannot be entertained without 
appropriate clearance. 

f 

ISRAEL SECURITY ASSISTANCE 

(Miss RICE of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Miss RICE of New York. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support 
of the fiscal year 2022 State and For-
eign Operations appropriations bill, 
which provides critical foreign assist-
ance funding. 

Specifically, I want to highlight that 
the bill fully funds the $3.3 billion in 
security assistance to our ally Israel, 
without conditions or restrictions, pre-
serving Israel’s fundamental right to 
self-defense. 

House passage of this bill would dem-
onstrate America’s unwavering com-
mitment to Israel, and to achieving 
true peace and stability throughout 
the region. There should be no reason 
for anyone in this esteemed body to op-
pose it. 
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